Rites of passage: resurrection and
cremation

Why did it take so long for cremation to become
acceptable?



Source 1: Extract from a paper entitled 'The Roman Catholic Attitude to
Cremation' by Rev. Fr. Donald W H Dorsett published in Pharos, 1962.

Ihe Jews buried their dead invariably cither in
the carth or in a_rock tomb (Genesis XV, xxu,
19) and cremation was regarded with horror
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Source 2: Extract from a paper entitled 'The Roman Catholic Attitude to
Cremation' by Rev. Fr. Donald W H Dorsett published in Pharos, 1962.
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remation also seems opposed to the sentiments
nl‘?me thoughtful person who believes man was
made in the image of God. The body after all is
so mysteriously connected with the soul. The
dignity and nobility of the body as companion to
the soul clings to it even when the soul has
departed: it has a kind of right to be treated with
honour till time does its work.

ion may almost be said to encroach on
th:: m:lg? the {Zrulur and anticipate the work
of destruction which belongs 1o Him alone.

{ from the dignity of man and
mﬁqﬁ?ﬂﬂng of his f;d]f becomes a
thousand times more powerful in the case of the
Christian dead. :

The body has been redeemed by Christ and
belongs to Him as His sacred property: it h.?s
been sanctified by the waters of baptism: it has
been the temple of the Holy Ghost: it has been
qnploali as the instrumeni of the supernatural
work done by the soul for God.




Source 3: Extract from an article entitled 'The Religious Aspect of
Cremation' by Professor Dr G Van der Leeuw, published in Pharos, 1948




Source 4: Extract from an article entitled 'Cremation and Religion' by
Sheba Hargreaves, published in Pharos, 1945

The Roman Catholic Church has op d
cremation since Charlemagne issued his decree
somewhere about the year B8oo, But many
Catholic families cremate the bodies of their loved
ones when the deceased had expressed preference
for this method. Some literalists who believe in
the resurrection of the physical body are against
cremation. They argue that it might throw
obstacles in God's way when collecting the
particles of the body; but, viewed dispassionately,
this is rather an audacious limitation of an omni-
potent God. The fact that the raising of the body
would be a miracle and that the atoms are just as
widely dispersed in earth burial as by cremation

_has been campletely overlooked.

Source 4b: Extract from a leaflet written by Rt Rev Bishop Heywood
entitled 'Why | support Cremation’, 1949.

No bearing on the Christian doctrine
of the resurrection of the body is involved
in cremation. The popular idea of the
resurrection of the body is that the body
is placed in the grave, and at the last day,
perhaps ten million years hence, it comes

up from the grave and is revivified. This
is expressly contradicted in Corinthians,
where St. Paul gives a very clear and
reasonable account of the resurrection of
the body. No one need have any qualms
about any bearing the practice of crema-
tion may have on the resurrection of the

body.




Source 5: Extract from a pamphlet entitled 'Cremation and the
Resurrection’, 1874.

sensible men or women would insist on the
importance of their being let down with ropes
nd as soon as deceased. Ninety-nine out of a
~of the sensible would probably say it mattered
"h& people are gratified in being able to render the
ces,” ete., to those they have loved during life,
| ay; Sentiment, though it would be rejected
one’s-self, still gets the upper hand, and every-
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