
Rites of passage: resurrection and 
cremation 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Why did it take so long for cremation to become 
acceptable? 



Source 1: Extract from a paper entitled 'The Roman Catholic Attitude to 
Cremation' by Rev. Fr. Donald W H Dorsett published in Pharos, 1962. 
 

 
 



Source 2: Extract from a paper entitled 'The Roman Catholic Attitude to 
Cremation' by Rev. Fr. Donald W H Dorsett published in Pharos, 1962. 
 

 
 



Source 3: Extract from an article entitled 'The Religious Aspect of 
Cremation' by Professor Dr G Van der Leeuw, published in Pharos, 1948 
 

 
 



Source 4:  Extract from an article entitled 'Cremation and Religion' by 
Sheba Hargreaves, published in Pharos, 1945 
 
 

 
 
 

Source 4b: Extract from a leaflet written by Rt Rev Bishop Heywood 
entitled 'Why I support Cremation', 1949. 
 

 

 
 



Source 5: Extract from a pamphlet entitled 'Cremation and the 
Resurrection', 1874. 
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